
Volume 56 No 7   July 2019 

Patron:
The Honourable Kim Beazley AC
Governor of Western Australia

When Bill Dixon of Albany branch takes out his 1910 Darracq, it always gets a few 
folk who take a close look !

Long shot photos don’t work but this is such a typical outback Kalgoorlie scene that we just 
had to include this one of our Eastern Gold elds Branch members out and about !

Doug Kerr’s 1903 de 
Dion Bouton—see the 
arcle on page 15 for 
some of the exploits of 
this lile car back in 
the Murchison district 
in 1907



Next Club Meeting
25 July 2019 at 8pm

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT WATTLE GROVE

EARLY AUTO.
All correspondence for the next issue to :-

Geoff Moor Email: vintageservices@iinet.net.au 
Include  “EA” or “Early Auto” in subject line of emails

ALL adverts for Bits & Pieces in writing or email please!  “Wanted” 
ads must show the advertisers Membership Number of VCCWA

DEADLINE FOR COPY - 1st of EACH MONTH  

Change of Mailing Address and non-delivery of 
Early Auto—contact: Aileen Stockdale 6 Oxley Place, Dar-

lington WA 6070 ph: (08) 9252 1292
Email: membership@veterancarclubofwa.asn.au

Disclaimer:
The opinions expressed in Early Auto are those of our correspondents 
and the Editor, Committee and members of the Veteran Car Club of WA 
(Inc) do not necessarily agree with or endorse them.

July
21 Warren Blackwood Branch meeting at 

Clubroom
Post Vintage 3rd Sunday run—details TBA
Classic Cars & Coffee—University of WA 8:30
Collie Branch meeting 
Peel Branch meeting at Secret Harbour

24 Parts Shed open
25 Humber Rootes Section meeting at Wattle Gve

VCC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at VCC 
clubrooms, 265 Hale Rd, Wattle Grove at 8pm

26 Military Section restoration group
West Coast Coffee Group

28 Katanning Cars & Coffee, Lions Pk, Katanning
Vintage Section Christmas in July
Peel Branch Christmas in July

31 Parts Shed open
August
2 Military Section restoration group

West Coast Coffee Group
5 Veteran Section meeting at Wireless Hill
6 York Branch meeting

South Eastern Coffee Group
7 Eastern Goldfields Branch meeting

Parts Shed open
8 VCC management meeting
9 Military Section restoration group
10 Peel Branch Mundijong/Jarrahdale Fair
11 Busselton Branch meeting

Esperance Branch meeting
Albany Branch meeting

12 Post Vintage Section meeting at Wattle Grove
13 Vintage Section meeting at Wattle Grove
14 Mid week run

Parts Shed oopen
16 Military Section restoration group

West Coast Coffee Group
18 Katanning & Districts Branch run

Warren Blackwood Branch meeting
Post Vintage 3rd Sunday run
Collie Branch meeting

20 South Eastern Coffee Group
Military Section meeting at Wattle Grove

21 Parts Shed open
22 Humber & Rootes Section meeting

VCC General Club meeting at Wattle Grove
23 Military Section restoration group
24/25 YORK RALLY entry form in this issue of EA
25 Classic Cars and Coffee—UWA
28 Peel Branch run to Bethany
29 Peel Branch Bunning Family Night display
30 Military Section restoration group

West Coast Coffee Group
September
1 York Motor Show at York (details in this issue)

Peel Branch run to York
12/16 Lake Perkolilli event
October
12 SPRING RALLY
CLUB CALENDAR—Sections and Branches are re-
minded that they can update the on-line calendar on 
the Club website..  If an event is not listed on the 
Club’s website, then it won’t get included in the above 
listing.
See the club website for information about or alter-
ations on events: ww.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au 

Early Auto in full colour can be seen on the 
Club’s website

www.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au
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Presidents Diary 

Hello members,
Well, the wet has been with us but we 
still have been having some terrific win-
ter motoring.  Special thanks to the Post 
Vintage section for organizing the winter 
rally – it’s the best time to motor to avoid 
heating problems!

We continue to get strong num-
bers each month of new members into our club.  I recently 
attended our new members day – it was fantastic to hear 
the range of reasons that members join our club, and the 
range of vehicles that they have.  I sometimes get con-
cerned that it’s not always easy for new members to ac-
quaint themselves with all that our club offers – it’s up to 
those of us who have been around the club for a while to 
make sure that we seek out new members, make them 

feel welcome, and help them with any questions that they 
may have.

One more reminder from me that time is now run-
ning out to get your membership payments in. Remember 
that if you become unfinancial as a member, then your 
concessionally licenced vehicles may not be covered by 
insurance – get your membership subs in!

This is my last Presidents column as my term is up 
in July and I am not seeking the additional term.  I will be 
saying this again in my AGM report but I would like to 
thank all members for your support.  This is truly a great 
club and you absolutely get back what you put into this 
club.  We are proudly volunteer run, and have an enor-
mous amount to be proud of.

Thank you members
Pres Tony
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019
NOTICE OF MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the Veteran Car Club of WA 
(Inc) will be held at the Club Rooms located at 265 Hale Road, 
Wattle Grove on Thursday 25th July at 8pm.

Business before the meeting will include reports and financial 
statements as well as election of Club Officers.

Nominations have been received for the vacant positions of 
President, Vice President and Membership Registrar. 

The meeting will also seek appointment of a Patron as well as 
Auditor for the coming year.

In addition, members will also be asked to vote on a Country 
member subscription fee increase of $5 ($75 to $80) with the 
additional $5 to be returned to respective Branches as revenue. 
This arrangement was endorsed by Branches at and following 
the 2018 Annual Branch meeting. Metropolitan member sub-
scriptions remain at $80.

It has been moved by John Heydon and seconded by Geoff 
Moor 

“that in accordance with Section 8 of the Club Constitution, that 
the Annual General Meeting shall also be called as a Special 
General Meeting for the purpose of setting the annual member-
ship fee and such fee to be $80 per member for the 2019/2020 
club year”.

All financial members are invited to attend.

SSPPRRIINNGG RRAALLLLYY 22001199
NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR

SSUUNNDDAAYY 2277TTHH OOCCTTOOBBEERR..
(Save the date)  Perfect  for a first time rally.   

Suitable for Veterans to Moderns.    

The MUSTANG & SHELBY SECTION OF THE 
VCCWA will be running the Winter Rally this year. 

A lot of time and effort have been taken to ensure an 
easy and enjoyable rally with emphasis on moving 
through well populated areas, so people can view our 
cars .

The rally will wind its way through the suburbs from 
the Club Rooms in Forrestfield  to a morning tea stop 
at a quaint  little country town .

We then move on to the Serpentine Air Field at 286 
Yangedi Rd , Hopeland ,Serpentine to see the FLY-IN 
presented by the Sports Aircraft Builders Club . Food 
is available on the ground or B.Y.O. picnic , chairs & 
table. 

The rally will have a timed stage and a questionnaire . 
Lots of fun and a great day out to see some beautiful 
aircraft and cars from our club and other car clubs . 

27th October is only 3 months  
away, entry form in Early Auto 

soon  

EEnnqq.. RRooggeerr BBeellll 9933664422447744



BEHIND THE VCC SHED WALLS    

Generators!  Man have we got generators by the pallet 
load. Brian Thompson, Rene `Chaperon, Garry Collier and 
others have spent hours sorting, cleaning  the gennies, so 
you will be able to find the one you need complete or parts 
to keep your project charged. 

The 1925 Citroen that Richard Knight and friends 
have put together is about to be moved out of the work 
shed.  It was to make room for the “cot case” 1928 Singer, 
but it didn’t hang around long enough, gone to a new 
home already. New member, David Bryant took it away 
and is in need of parts or information, anything on the said 
vehicle.  If you can help he can be contacted on 0428 582 
844. 

So next into Richard’s little workshop, is the early 
1920’s Chrysler Ute that was picked up in Bayswater. Re-
placement wheels first up.  I hear that it may be also be on 
the move to a new home. Nigel Makin has been busying 
refurbishing and repairing his nice little 1933 Triumph’s 
bonnet to make it a better fit, then he tells me onto the 
mudguards next. On the next bench in the workshop Da-
cre Allen has been replacing rusted sections of his 1928 
Packard Roadsters doors. Tim Bradley bought his 1937 
Dodge Ute radiator surround in to be refurbished, should 
end up like brand new.  Rod Calcott has been 
fabricating sections for his 1960 Valiant.

Neil Pitman, Ray Cook along with 
Jim Alcock and Brod Brown have been busy 
beavers assembling the Armstrong Siddeley that 
looked as though it was going to be a long time resident, 
now may also be going to a new home. A 1959 Rover 75 
has come in to take its place, an almost complete sedan, 
condition, not too bad a good project waiting for someone, 
plus some Morris Minor bits and pieces have been bought 
into the parts shed.  So if you are missing a part for your 
Morris, maybe, it is amongst this lot. 

A lot of effort has been going into Eddie Brown’s 
Tuesday morning upholstery class.  Members like Roger 
Bell under Eddies tutelage has upholstered a pair of 
bomber seats that he fabricated for his 1914 Ford T Buck-
board (in leather no less) that Roger had come across.  
One man’s rubbish is another man’s treasure.  Likewise 
Richard Knight has rebuilt a rear seat for his 1938 Fiat 

Topolino and currently working on refurbishing the two 
front bomber seats. Just a little point of interest Roger was 
quoted $1500.00 a seat to make and upholster.  Where do 
they get the prices from, a Weetie packet maybe?  Roger 
is more than happy with his results. 

More hood bows have been steamed and bent on 
Graham’s timber sections newly fabricated jigs.

Rod Dhue bought his 1929 Pontiac in with no 
brakes, now he won’t have to worry about stop signs any-
more, all fixed. Also Rene` Chaperon bought in his 145 
Volvo for the diagnosis of an engine problem he was hav-
ing. Rod Vogel and Les Smith located the problem so now 
Rene` has some homework to do. 

Alex Kirkwood made good use of one of our 
presses as he had a very stubborn diff pinion to remove 
off the tapered shaft for his Model A Perkolilli Racer. 
Came off easy, he had been trying at home with no suc-
cess, now the Model A is a step closer to being finished. 

Isn’t it good that all of this type of work can be car-
ried out at our workshops to keep or get our vehicles roll-
ing? Ray Cook and Harold Hitchcock have been putting 
their skills together erecting shelving, sorting out Club par-
aphernalia in the store shed to then be placed in an order-
ly fashion on the shelving. Yours truly, after moving off the 
nuts and bolts for a while, has been sorting out the speed-
os, dashes, armrests, glove box lids and sun visors. Next 
the chrome trimming, there are a few pieces for a 1948 
Plymouth. 

David Reid has been putting his electrical skills to 
good use for quite some time around the com-

plex. Lights here, power points there etc. 
the more the better, so we can see what we 

are doing and work without mile long extension 
cords. Neil Pitman mentioned to me that there are a lot of 
timber pallets that members can have for free. On 
YouTube there is a feed “50 Amazing things to do with 
Pallets” or maybe a nice winter fire could be the go.  

Right now we need volunteers on Wednesday 
mornings for a very important job, of sweeping the floors. 
Very important as if it isn’t carried out on a regular basis, 
the dirt sure piles up.  This will be of great assistance for 
other volunteers so they will be able work in a clean envi-
ronment. Some of us keen members are rocking up on a 
Friday morning as well to help keep things moving along, if 
Friday is more convenient, come along more the better.

Till next time.....Keep your wheel nuts tight      
Geoff and Chris Ellis

THANKS

George Long has donated some missing editions of "EA" 
in addition a quantity of EA Ring Binders and went to the 
trouble of copying magazines ! Mike Wadsworth, sometime 
Acting Librarian

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP REGISTRAR

I would sincerely like to thank Pennie Bazen (my 
Daughter) and Larraine Deacon for the assistance they 
have given me as membership registrar.

Thank you, Pennie, for recording all the new mem-
bership applications and manual renewals and Larraine for 
doing the electronic banking transfer renewals.

Pennie and Larraine have filled in for me while Philip 
and I were on holidays and I’m sure you all understand this 
is the busiest time for memberships and they both have 
done a fantastic job.    THANK YOU.   Aileen
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Move to Wild Apricot for Membership Management 

T he VCC has taken the decision to adopt a modern software platform to help manage the 
now large membership. A key driver to this is that the existing hosting service for our exist-
ing database will cease at the end of November this year. 

Modern software will enable features such as the on line enrolment to events, pay-
ment of fees and event costs and the ability for the member to maintain their own details including 
vehicle details. This will make life easier for our Membership and Vehicle registrars, whose tasks 
have become increasingly onerous given the size of the club (now around 1700 members and 
over 2000 vehicles).

Wild Apricot will enable a better platform for specific communications to members in specific branches and sec-
tions as well as club wide emails that would otherwise send an email server into meltdown! It will ensure we are compli-
ant with the Privacy Act in terms of securing member details.
Our intent is to have Wild Apricot up and running before the end of November – we are already operating a trial site to 
perform testing and get the set up of the software right for our purposes. Several car clubs in WA have already adopted 
Wild Apricot so we are not exactly breaking new ground here, but the intention is to make the change as painless as 
possible. 

For those without access to Email, we will still be able to use our existing processes, however today this is now a 
minority of people so we expect a positive outcome for the club and more importantly, a better ability to communicate 
with members and promote club events. 

The public face of the club via its Web site will take on a new and fresh look over time as it too is migrated to the 
Wild Apricot platform.

Stay tuned for more information as the roll out approaches.         

Greetings from Peel Branch 

The 1st and 2nd of June saw the club 
supporting the Pinjarra  Festival with 
eighteen cars displayed on the Saturday 

and fourteen on the Sunday which was well received by 
the general public, especially as Les Simpson had the 
Rocker Cover Racetrack up and running on both days 
much to the delight of the many youngsters and a 

few  oldies. Great publicity for the club and the people 
who make it all happen, the members who participate. 
Onya Les! 

After days of clear blue skies and warm sunshine 
Mother  Nature decided  to intervene  and bring cold winds 
and showers on Sunday June 9th the very day we had a 
mystery run for afternoon tea. Eighteen brave souls set off 
from the club rooms in Secret Harbour led by organisers 

Arthur and Sheila Paton  for a gentle drive to Palm Beach 
and the ‘Spill the Beans Cafe’ right on the waterfront oppo-
site the ‘new’ jetty.  Our hosts had arranged the tables to 
accommodate us  as one happy family  and as everyone 
decided to stay indoors it made for a congenial atmos-
phere.  After braving the weather and taking a windy walk 
on the new jetty during one of the sunny bits we departed 
for home having had a pleasant afternoon. Special men-
tion to Bill and Nola Brown who set a good example by 
travelling from Wagerup in their very desirable red MGTF. 

The following Saturday thirty members gathered at 
the home of Les and Barb Simpson in South Yunderup to 
enjoy a pancake breakfast. A bit of ‘fine tuning’ was in evi-
dence on a few Rocker Racers along with lots of ‘shop talk’ 
of course and those who support or follow the fortunes of 
Freo Dockers were home in time to watch on the goggle-
box ( they lost!)

 Comment---Where do some people learn to 
drive?, the number of drivers who do not know how to cor-
rectly negotiate a roundabout 
is amazing!

Until next month Cheers  Red Rover
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Our AGM was held on Wednesday June 12 
with the primary task of election of office 
bearers for the next 12 months year under-
taken.  Following the usual nomination pro-
cess the following members have been 
appointed to the respective management 
and support positions:
Chairman:  Peter Cooksey
Vice Chairman:  Graham Wright
Secretary:  Jenny Sinclair
Treasurer:  Robert Hickling
Reporter:  Graham Wright
Management Committee:  Gordon Hurley, 
Spencer Field, Newton Powell, Graeme 
Edwards, plus ex-officio members
Vehicle Licensing & Scrutineer: no nomina-
tions
Vehicle Scrutineer:  David Kinnear & Gra-
ham Wright
Events Co-ordinator:  Jenny Sinclair
Points Recorder:  Jenny Sinclair
Hall Hire:  Jane McCallum
Ground maintenance/lawn mowing:  Ian 
Steinert, Robert Hickling, Graeme Edwards

Outgoing chairman, Les Checketts, pre-
sented the meeting with his valedictory re-
port of the year just gone and it reads as 
follows:
Although I have not been around much of 
this past club year, the Branch has been 
adequately run by Peter and Jenny.  I wish 
to thank both of them and also the other 
members of the past year’s committee.

The Club has seen a small in-
crease of members. We have had a few 
members transfer from other branches but 
also new members joining

The Concessional Licensing still 
seems to be main reason why we get these 
new members and we need to make every 
effort to keep them and also get them to 
attend meetings and events. 

The opening of the shed on 
monthly Saturdays has been a great suc-
cess with over 19 members attending at the 
last shed day.

The front [of the main club rooms] 
has had bitumen laid and we all should give 
thanks to Gordon Walmsley for his contribu-
tion to the club.

The plans for the refurbishment of 
the toilets, etc has gone to the City for their 
input and hopefully this can be started 
soon.

On a personal note I will be leav-
ing Albany shortly and I wish all the mem-
bers well for the future. I will stay a member 
of the Branch for the next year but plans 
after that are unknown. 

Thanks to everybody who has 
helped with all events throughout the year.
Thankyou.  Les Checketts  Chairman 
2018/19.

Another important outcome from 
the AGM is that Les Checketts moved a 
motion to introduce a levy of $20.00 per 

member per year for the Albany & Districts 
Branch.  He then spoke as to the reasons 
for the levy and explained that at the mo-
ment members who attend outings are pay-
ing $5.00 per vehicle.  If the levy goes 
ahead there would be no charge made for 
these events.  It would also mean every 
member is contributing to funds needed to 
keep the Branch financially sound. 

Russell Pearson seconded the 
motion.  Of the members in attendance, 20 
voted in favour and 4 against.    The motion 
was subsequently passed.

The Management Committee will 
now send out a letter to all members that 
outlines this proposal and also provide bank 
details to enable direct deposit into the 
branch account.  Alternatively, cash pay-
ments will be happily received by our treas-
urer, Robert Hickling.  Please note this 
funding initiative is in accordance with the 
Club Constitution.  The levy will be re-
viewed at the AGM in June 2020.

Event co-ordinator Jenny Sinclair 
sends a message of thanks for members 
who turned out for the run to visit the 
Treetop Walk at Walpole.
Jenny then went on to advise members that 
a donation of $300 was received from the 
Museum of the Great Southern.  Rose 
Chapman-Hill from the Museum wrote the 
following in a letter of appreciation…

On behalf of the Museum of the 
Great Southern we would like to thank the 
Veteran Car Club of WA, Albany & Districts 
Branch for their support of the WA Day Fes-
tival.  Thank you to all your members who 
brought their fantastic cars that were en-
joyed by the public that attended the festi-
val.
Caught on camera were Bill Dixon in his 
Darracq and Newton Powell in his Buick.  
Thank you to the other members who pro-
vided vehicles for this community event.

33 members, including newcom-
ers David and Vivienne Hobbs and Brent 
Ladyman, attended the annual dinner and 
trophy presentations which was held on 
Sunday June 16 at the Denmark Tavern.   
With mostly social runs held throughout the 
year, there was little contest for the Run/
Rally of the Year.  None the less, the award 
was presented to Simon & Sue Keast for 
their Tusker Bridges Run to Wignall’s win-
ery.  On reflection, this was a deserving 
result for the effort Simon, Sue and their 
support crew put into this event.

Other awardees included Shirley 
Dixon for Navigator of the Year [6 points] 
and Jenny Sinclair for Driver of the Year.

The award for Club person of the 
Year was closely contested.  After many 
recounts, the result is that Trevor Southall 
and Jennifer Sinclair tied with a score of 27 
points each.  Next was Barbara Southall 
with 24 followed by Newton Powell with 23 
points.

The excursion to Ongerup held on 
the following weekend to visit the Mallee 
Fowl farm attracted 9 members with 6 cars 
on the road.  New members Ron Pocock 
and David Hobbs came along for the outing.  
The intention was to catch up with Katan-
ning branch members but that was a bit 

light on with just 4 making their way across.  
Fine weather provided a good opportunity 
for a picnic lunch and I am told the chicken 
pies are yummy.

Some feedback on the Men’s 
Shed days…it seems the early birds get the 
worm [or the sausages, anyway].  A few of 
the men have commented on the numbers 
that turned up at the last shed day  but have 
also mentioned that when they arrived at 
1pm, all the cooking was done and dusted 
and nothing was left.  While it is acknowl-
edged that the nominal start time is from 
12noon, perhaps whoever is doing the 
cooking should not start so early to accom-
modate those that may not be able to arrive 
until a bit later – something for resolution by 
the shed gang.

Events for July and August – well 
at this point all we have are the monthly 
meetings on the second Sunday, that is 
July 14 and August 11 starting with a cas-
serole lunch from 12 noon for 12.30pm.   
Advice of other events that may be orga-
nized at short notice will be providedat the 
meetings or by email and local media.

Newton Powell would very much 
like to hear from members who can help 
him with the progressive dinner he is work-
ing on.  6 members have committed to 
providing their homes available for either 
soup or entrée which is a great start.  To 
make a proper show of it, we need another 
4 homes – 2 for soup and 2 for entrée.  If at 
all possible, please can you consider this 
request and support Newton with his plea 
for help.  Essentially, all it involves is mak-
ing your place available for up to 8 mem-
bers for either of the two courses.  If the 
weather is fine, a garden setting might be 
an interesting alternative.  The main meal is 
to be held at the club rooms so there is not 
that much involved with the minor courses.  
The date for the dinner is Sunday October 
20 which is not too far away so give Newton 
a shout on 98414430 if you can help.  

Now for a quick update on the club 
building improvements…Peter Cooksey has 
been in touch with the City of Albany to 
confirm the process we need to follow to 
obtain approval for this project which in-
cludes raising the floor level between the 
kitchen and the toilets to achieve a uniform 
level and address the tripping hazard that 
currently exists with the low level step.  A 
much needed revamp of the toilet fixtures 
and fittings is also on the list. We need to 
develop our concept plan into a formal sub-
mission for consideration.  Discussions with 
local contractors are now under way to pro-
gress the detail and obtain the necessary 
approvals.

Worth noting here that the new 
events levy will be used to finance this im-
portant work which will ultimately provide a 
direct benefit for all members.  The project 
scope is yet to be finalized but it is anticipat-
ed that additional funding will be needed.  
To that end, your support and attendance at 
Newton’s progressive dinner will hopefully 
go some way to bridge the financial gap. 
And that’s about it for this month.

Graham Wright
mailto:winterbourne2@bigpond.com
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Albany Branch: 

Right: Newton 
Powell’s 1925 
Buick

Far right: another 
view of Bill Dixon’s 
1910 Darracq 
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Busselton Branch 
Above: line up of cars on the Nannup Run
Left:  David Guiver's 1968 Mini DeLuxe

Collie Capers  
June – a very quiet month.  Our monthly meet-
ing saw more apologies than attendees!  Lots of 
members seeking the sunshine up north and of 
course the usual winter colds keeping people at 
home.  There was a run to Wokalup to meet with 
the Winter Rally entrants and some of our mem-
bers managed to make it!
Spotlight on Eric and Kerry’s car this month.  In 

Erics’s words......”The car is an Austin Sheerline A125.  Ours was manufactured 
in 1952.  Austin produced these cars between 1947 and 1954.  The first ones 
were known as the A110.  Later productions were known as the A125. These 
numbers refer to the horsepower of the engine. The engine is a 6 cylinder of 4.2 
litre capacity. These engines were also fitted to Austin trucks at the produced at 
the time. The Sheerlines were Austin’s answer to the Bentley & the Rolls Royce 
after the war and sold for about two thirds the price.  We have owned the car 
since September 2017 .”

Next month will see a report on our annual Rocker Cover Racing Chal-
lenge with Peel Branch.  Collie hopes to wrest the trophy from Peel’s clutches.

 So, until next month,  Roving Reporter Rex

Eastern Goldfields:  Mick and Ali 
took their 1968 Monaro on the 
Branch’s end of financial year run 
on 30 June.



Smiling Ted Mumme from Darwin 
with his red 1915 Ford Model T Speedster

1928 Chevrolet 4 Speedster built by Neil 
Williamson from Portland in Victoria

Jeff Connell from Moama, NSW, is bringing 
his Ford A/T, mounted  on a Buick chassis.

Cameron Davey at the wheel of Silverwings, 
Graeme Cocks’ 1927 Chrysler on Lake Perkolilli

Stephen Alexander is shipping his car from the UK. 
It is called the Woodbatt Lagonda Rapier. 

The Ballott replica of Perth’s Doug Todd

Kevin Dorn’s 1928 Ford Model A restored by the 
Dad’s Army Group at the Vintage Sports Car Club of WA.
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Getting Down and Dirty 
By Bill Buys

SOME have called it sacrilege: Enveloping precious 
antique racing cars and bikes in sticky red dust and driving 
them at extraordinary speeds. 

But the drivers of 100 pre-war race cars and motor-
bikes who will be heading to the isolated claypan of Lake 
Perkolilli near Kalgoorlie in September don’t care what the 
purists think.

Getting down and dirty with their vintage machinery 
is their greatest reward for bringing the old bangers to life 
and the ability to race on one of the world’s oldest motor race 
tracks is getting old cars restored and fired up again all over 
Australia - and one from overseas.

Lake Perkolilli is legendary among those who know 
about the outback origins of Australian motor sport. 

A comprehensive history of the place is in Red Dust 
Racers, a huge (488 page book weighing 3.6kg) by author 
and historian Graeme Cocks, who is also the man responsi-
ble for resurrecting the rock-hard and billiard table-smooth 
claypan that was a Mecca for speed merchants who wanted 
to claim Australian speed records.

From 1914 through to 1939 many such records were 
set, but when around-the-houses motor racing came to 
Western Australia and the spectators did not have to trek the 
600km to the Goldfields, Lake Perkolilli, or “Perko” as it was 
called,  was soon forgotten and virtually abandoned.

The Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival from  Septem-
ber 12 to 16 this year will resurrect the old natural track and 
re-live the glory days of motor sport. 

The competitors will get their vehicles, every one of 
them at least 80 years old, covered in thick red dust that 
seems to get ingrained into the paint so it never comes off. 
The dust will seep into everything.  Their reaction? “So 
what?”

They’ll camp in the bush — just like the racers of the 
1920s and 1930s who trekked from afar to test out their cars 
and bikes on what was called the “Brooklands of the West”.

Britain has its Goodwood Revival on a converted 
airfield, the US has The Race of Gentlemen on a beach and 

now Australia has the Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival on a 
claypan in the outback.

The oldest cars at the Red Dust Revival will be Ford 
Model T speedsters.  The venerable Model T released to the 
world in 1909 was not known for speed but when the smart 
young mechanics of the era stripped them back and hotted-
up the engines they were fast and loud.

There will be Chrysler racers from the 1920s, repli-
cas of the cars which set national 24 Hour Speed Records 
back in 1926 and 1927. 

It’s a colourful field, where cars such as Austin Sev-
ens will compete head-to-head with more expensive and 
sophisticated comparative giants  such as Bentleys and 
Lagondas.

One car is even being shipped from the UK to be a 
part of the revival of motor sport at Perkolilli.

About 40 classic motorcycles will also race on the 
claypan for the first time since 1939. The great marques of 
the past such as BSA, AJS and Triumph will be well repre-
sented as well as obscure brands such as Corah which have 
been forgotten in time.  The “flat tank” racers with their black 
racing leathers and big singles or V-twins will add to the 
spectacle.

Vintage aircraft will also fly up from Perth to the clay-
pan just like the original era.

The Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival is run by a 
group of enthusiasts from the vintage motorcycle and sports 
car fraternity who just want to experience the thrill of claypan 
racing.

To administer the event they formed the Lake 
Perkolilli Motor Sports Club Inc. Everyone who enters the 
event with a car or motorcycle automatically becomes a 
member of this exclusive bunch of people who can say that 
they have competed on one of the world’s oldest race tracks 
with exactly the same surface as a century ago.

The event is free to attend as a spectator and 
thanks to the City of Kalgoorlie/Boulder there is camping ad-
jacent to the claypan and the most basic facilities. 

And that is how it should be!
Camping in the bush and enjoying the smoke, smell 

and clatter of old race cars and bikes as they kick up the 
dust.
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WINTERBOTTOMS       LAND  CRAB 

10 Pound Poms 

1968, Winterbottom Sales-
men were forbidden to go 
anywhere near the Migrant 
Accommodation Camp near 
Jandakot Airport. All those 
‘’Ten Pound Poms’’ just itch-

ing to buy a new Austin or Morris, would have to find us!  
Any of you Ford or Holden Dealers experience this? 

When Norm Surtees- Johns brother- our Boss, 
needed a break, he would take three or four of us for a 
cruise in his Austin 1800. Cigar in hand, laid back, he could 
certainly handle a car. I tested him one day on the new 
Kwinana Freeway, leaning in from the rear seat pulling the 
handbrake on and off a couple of times.’’ Silly Boy Garry” he 
said with a smile on his face, covered in Cigar smoke.

Thanks to Paddy Hopkirk, the Austin 1800 now had 
increased ground clearance, a sump guard and extra dust 
protection. This did not help me one Wednesday in 1968 
whilst in a great hurry down Welshpool Road on the way to 

AMCAP. Going too damn quick I hit the skidds- too late’’ 
CRUNCH’’. If Norm Surtees was still our Boss he would 
have said ‘’SILLY BOY GARRY, FORGET IT, GET ON 
WITH THE NEXT ONE”. 

Our new Boss did not smoke cigars, had no sense 
of humour, not much fun to be around and I am sure he did 
not have a famous brother. He gave me the repaired 1800 
as a Demo for me only to sell, not good, should have given 
it to the Used Car Department as damaged stock. Oh well, 
as Norm would say “Get on with it Garry”.  We all miss 
Norm.

Monday 1968 I managed to meet one of those 10 
POUND POMS on the showroom. John was on his way 
North and wanted a good safe car for his family. We settled 
on a white Austin 1800 manual. Fitted a tow bar, mud flaps, 
floor mats, two huge spot lights and with a map of WA they 
were on their way. Thanks Paddy.

Over the next twelve months I would regularly get 
requests over the phone or by letter, ordering an Austin 
1800 the same as John purchased including the Map of 
WA, to be ready for delivery the day they arrived on the ship 
from the UK.  

10 POUND POMS  Welcome to WA!    
VCC Member No: 2337



Busselton Briefs 

The weather gods were very 
angry on the morning of our 
midweek run. Howling winds 
with the promise of heavy rain saw a small contingent of 3 
( modern ) cars set off from the Clubrooms on route to Kir-
up for morning tea. On the way we collected David and 
Shirley in David’s Mini and later on three Members from 
Nannup met up for the trip. We ended up in Kirup for morn-
ing tea with 7 cars and 14 Members which was a fair turn 
out considering the weather. We later continued on along 
Upper Capel Road and Goodwood Road to our lunch stop 
at the Capel Tavern. The guys there did a great job by hav-
ing our table all ready and a lovely warm fire on the go. 
Warm and replenished we all reflected on a really pleasant 
drive and enjoyable lunch.

Our General Meeting was held on Sunday 9th June 
but due to the very ordinary and unpredictable weather, it 
was decided not to venture forth on our regular run. Hope-
fully the weather will be a bit kinder next month.

Sunday 16th saw some members of the Warren 
Blackwood Branch head to Busselton for a short visit. The 
visitors gathered at the Equinox Café for lunch where they 
were met by Graham Bailey.    Graham then led the visitors 
to Terry Germain’s Bike Bunker for a look at his collection 
of very interesting motorcycles. From there it was a quick 
visit to Graham’s place for a look at his impressive collec-
tion of Cars, Clothes, Camera’s and other Collectables. 

The day was enjoyed by 15 Members and wives plus one 
dog. Everyone enjoyed the day.

The Nannup Crew and other Members met at the 
Bridge Café in Nannup on Sunday 30th June for their 
monthly social run. After a very picturesque trip through the 
surrounds of Nannup, the run made its way along the Nan-
nup to Balingup Road to the lunch venue at Whimwood 
Estate Winery. Lunch consisted of a locally sourced platter 
specially organised by the winery and by all accounts was 
very well received. In all 9 vehicles with 20 passengers 
enjoyed the day.

COMING EVENTS.
Thursday 4th July.  Midweek Run.  Stuart and Lorraine 
Pearson organising
Sunday 14th July.  General Meeting 9:00am for 9:30am 
start.
Sunday 14th July.  Joe Steddy observation run and Christ-
mas in July.  Johnson / Sharp organising.
Sunday 28th.  Nannup Car Nuts Run. Lunch venue will be 
Tall Timbers in Manjimup.                          The actual route 
will be passed on as soon as available.                                           
Thursday 1st.  Midweek run. Frank Sutton organising.
Sunday 11th.   General Meeting at Clubrooms. 9:00am for 
9:30am start.                                              Run afterwards 
to Peppermint Grove Beach.
Sat / Sun 17th&18th. Nannup Flower Festival.  All welcome 
on one or both days. 
Wednesday 31st.  Ladies lunch at Esplanade.

(Busselton Branch photos on page 7)

Eastern Goldfields 
Notes  

Parked in the shade for too long. 

Many stories were told by members at 
the meeting on 05th June.

The members have been reminiscing about their previous 
cars that they have owned. The second car was the topic that 
night. Fiat 1100, Corona 67, 350 Monaro, 100E Prefect, AP6 Val-
iant, 179 EH Holden, Hilux which went to a good home and a 67 
Fairmont. Comments made went like this – why did I sell the 350, 
where can I buy an AP6, I still have an EH, the Hilux most proba-
bly ended out bush and the scribe (me) I have a Fairmont which 
is the same configuration as my original in 1967. 

The 100E had a Cortina motor and big wheels, the Corona 
didn’t rust and the auto trans was stripped and reverse gear band 
was welded back together, the EH had twin carbs attached and 
the Falcon dropped a big end.
During this discussion it was indicated that Holden and Ford did 
lose a few big ends, camshafts and many other things from new. 
The above idea came from Tony Stephenson and has become an 
excellent way to create animated discussion about cars at the 
end of the meeting.
Sunday 30th June, the last day of the fiscal year, 9 cars met at 
Whitlock Drain to tackle another car adventure. Where do we go. 
As an oldie, the Studebaker was the leader for awhile, however 
my navigator took me to the wrong cemetery – no names men-
tioned, but Steve Dawson led us to the Boulder one and not the 
Pioneer Cemetery. A walk around to look at the site was the aim 
of the visit. To many young children and young people were bur-
ied there – a hard life in the 1900’s.
From there we stopped at Tippets in Boulder for a late morning 
tea where Gwenda was waiting for us to arrive.

The cars were a 92 Rodeo – Alex Noeline and Marg, 52 Riley – 
Willy Graham and Jacob, 68 Monaro (327) – Mick and Ali, 64 EH 
– Garth, 51 48-215 - Graham Leonie and Ina, 18 Studebaker – 
Kevin Steve and Marg, 67 MGBGT – Paul, 67 Chev – Andy and 
Leonie, 92 Fairlane LTD – Geoff and Susan. 

Just under 3 months to the Rally in the Goldfields including the 
return to Perkolilli in September 2019. Entry form in the Early 
Auto. The Goldfields Rally details are finalised. 
Between Events for the Intrepid Travellers. - The period between 
the Rally and the Perkolilli event, for those who are interested – a 
trip of 180 km west of Kalgoorlie to Karalee Dam on Monday 9th

to Tuesday 10th September – where  there is a camping area, lots 
of space and a tourist toilet with non potable running water – for 
an overnight stay or two in your caravan/tent or under the stars. A 
practice run for Perkolilli. You will have to bring all (BYOE). Con-
tact Kevin 0429183519 or Garth.

Until another. K Ed. Goldfields.
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South East Sammy’s
News From Esperance 

Chairman’s Report 2019
As most of you would know I have never been in 
any clubs prior to being involved in the car club, 
probably one of the better things I have done, I have met some 
amazing people, and made some lifelong friendships because of 
my passion for loving old cars, had loads of fun along the way 
socially, that is what happens when you join this great car club.

Firstly I would like to THANK my committee for another 
amazing year at our Car club. It is a credit to everyone. I would 
like to Thank Judy Shaw for an amazing job as our treasurer for 
the last 4 years, probably the hardest job of all keeping up with all 
the paperwork especially when we have projects on. Thanks very 
much Jude.
Secondly Thank Kim Seinor for all the support  he has given me 
and all the projects he has been involved in since joining our club 
4 years ago, concessional licensing, cooking BBQs, Mechanical 
work, building in the shed, chairperson when I was away,  solved 
all our problems over a cold beer. Thanks Kim

Thank Tim for his role as head gardener and anything else 
I have needed help with. Thanks Tim
Special Thanks to Jeff Heron who has been a stalwart of this club 
doing repairs and building whenever we need something done 
Thanks heaps Jeff.

Lastly my secretary, who is also my lovely wife and later in 
the year we will be celebrating 50 years of marriage,  sometimes I 
am not sure who is the boss but guess you all know. Merle does a 
lot of things behind the scenes that no one else probably realizes 
just because she is married to the chairman. Thanks Hun.

Kitchen Committee: thanks girls for all your work in the 
kitchen at our Meetings and our biggest event s like The Easter 
rally couldn’t do it without these girls the TWO Judes, Janette, 
Maureen Sharon and Merle. And everyone else that helps on the 
other occasions.

And last of all the people I want to THANK are you the 
members, because without you we wouldn’t have this fantastic 
club.

Personally I think we have had an amazing year. We start-
ed the year with $15650 in the bank and after all our expenses for 
the year we still have $15000 plus $10,000 in our maintenance a/
c

We are very active club and try to make the most of any 
opportunity, our biggest and best were the Easter rally and the 
Melbourne Cup, both were very big successes with over 100 peo-
ple in attendance. Gotta think of something good for this 
year’s Melbourne cup. Sunday runs haven’t been as promising 
this year trying to find somewhere to go is our hardest thing, but 
still enjoyable when we have been out.
 I like the way we help out the community as in the PROBUS club, 
and Home care and hopefully we can continue to do these things, 
I like to see people taking part in Rallies and runs to other  towns 
as we did when we went to Newdegate field day and Ravey wild-
flower festival. Kalgoorlie is having a rally in September just be-
fore Perkollli and it would be nice to see our club support other 
clubs and next year there is one in Albury Wodonga. Hopefully 
some members will attend these. I am keen if we can get a con-
voy that would be great.

It is good to see the extensions done, they were on my 
report last year so we have achieved that goal. The toilets and 
dividing wall are really great, over and done with and better still 
they are paid for and we have the pieces of paper from the shire 
to tell us they are legal. Thanks to all concerned for this.

Busy bees haven’t been so much in the past 12 months 
but we will start again with new projects.
Battery sales have been great and are a good money spinner for 
our club. 

Our meetings and casseroles teas have been well attend-
ed and the food is always great with a great variety.

My last report talked about shifting the sand hill this is well under 
way.
Looking ahead for 2019-2020 goals.

I feel we should sell our lawn mower while it is still going 
and buy a new one for around $7000. It has cost us quite a lot of 
money for repairs over the past 5 years, not counting the work 
Tim has done. Everyone will want to mow the lawn with a new 
mower. We will also need a garden shed to store the mower in to 
get it out of the shed where we have it.   We have all the materi-
als.

Look at the possibility of getting a gas fire that looks like a 
wood fire, so we could have 2 big gas bottles outside instead of 
the patio heaters.

Look at the possibility of getting a bay on the verandah 
closed in for a little store room.  Lots to think about

One thing that I have neglected to do which should be a 
priority is a memorial wheel for our members that have passed. 
Suggestions have been talked about but nothing has happened 
as yet so would like to look at something in that department.

All in all I think we have achieved a hell of a lot this year 
and are looking forward to the coming year.

Thanks everyone for your support

—-o0o—- 

Good news and bad news from the Esperance branch this 
month, with the good being a successful AGM with most 
positions unchanged. Sharon Vermeij stepped up to the 

treasurer’s position with the wonderful Judy Shaw promising to 
stick around and show her the ropes. We keep Norm Hanks in the 
President’s position for one more year with a new VP in Paddy 
Ratcliffe. Our super secretary and behind-scenes marvel, Merle 
Hanks, stays to support Norm and the smooth running of the club. 
Kim Seinor kindly took on the role of event planner, so hopefully 
we might find some new hidden local treasures on our drives. We 
also have a new Early Auto scribe in myself (Tim Bailye) to take 
some of the load off Merle this year. A teacher once told me l 
have the gift of the gab, so let's see how this pans out!

The bad news is that one of the club’s favourite destina-
tions, the historic Gibson Soak hotel (circa 1896), was recently 
damaged by fire. The Soak, as it is fondly called, is popular with 
many motoring types as it is just 25 kilometres out of town, which 
is an ideal distance for a ride or drive, combined with all the at-
tractions of a well catered hotel. Damage was reportedly quickly 
contained, so let’s hope for a rapid repair! Our choices in Esper-
ance are limited, so having the Soak out of action is a shame.
Club events last month included a well-attended run out to the 
Animal Park café for mother’s-day brunch, followed by a visit to 
Peter and Val’s Roffey’s lovely private collection of memorabilia 
and awesome cars and the annual National motoring Heritage 
day. About a dozen cars and club members attended to support 
the cause, in very average weather.

As there is not much to report this first-time round, I 
thought I might tell you the story of how I bought my ’88 Chev 
Camaro for $100. Well, sort of….

It was way back around 1978 and a fifteen-year old’s mind 
was fixed on getting some wheels to bash around the family farm 
at Salmon Gums, 100Ks 
north of Esperance. Dad 
finally relented, so it was off 
to Jock the Wrecker in Es-
perance for a suitable 
bomb in the form of a rusty 
EK Holden for $100. Dad 
and I drove it home, and for 
some time, I was happy to 
bash it around the farm and 
district. I did learn one les-
son early on about the dan-
gers of single circuit brakes as I drove up to the house one day 
after a spell at boarding school, to top up the radiator. As I pulled 
in, my foot went to the floor as a rusty brake line blew out and in a 
split second, I found myself having to (Continued on page 12 )



YORK MOTOR SHOW

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 1ST, 2019 9.00am – 4.00pm

A FATHER’S DAY TO REMEMBER

CARS, BIKES, TRUCKS, TRACTORS, BUSES AND MORE

FREE ENTRY FOR FAMILY FUN

AWARDS FOR PEOPLES’ CHOICE AND UNDER BONNET DISPLAY.
ENQUIRIES: Gary By eld: 0414 885 338 Graeme Murray: 0417 944 378

yorkveterancarclub@gmail.com
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choose between hitting the overhead tank-stand, mums fa-
vourite fruit tree or the gas bottles! Mums fruit tree lost, but I 
was soon wishing I had hit the gas bottles as mum had care-
fully nursed that fruit tree for years and she exploded in fury 
as the incident unfolded right in front of her! I wisely made 
myself scarce for the day….

It wasn’t long before the limitations of the power to 
weight ratio bugged me, especially after having my doors 
blown off by the neighbour’s farm-bomb HR panel-van com-
plete with two bags of wheat in the back and tyres smoking 
inside the cover tyres fitted to protect the inners! Out came the 
oxy and welder and the EK was transformed into a rough and 
ready beach buggy, which went like the clappers, was a mag-
ic shooting rig for fox hunting and was super reliable with the 
old grey motor. It even made it down to the beach that sum-
mer before it was superseded by a developing passion for 
speedway and the fairer sex.

Some-time later, it was noticed by a local farm boy 
sitting in our scrap yard. I agreed to swap it for one of my oth-
er passions, a wrecked Lanz Bulldog tractor I knew he had on 
his farm. Fast-forward a few decades and I agreed to swap 
the Bulldog for an accommodation dongar my brother in-law 
was selling. After a few years it transpired that I no longer 
needed the dongar, so I sold it and used the cash to pay for 
most of the Camaro! 

Time will tell if that is where the story ends, but that is 
all I have for now. Stay wheels down and Cheerio from the 
south-east!                                                                    

Wolf in Sheep’s 
Clothing 

This relatively plain 
looking car belonging to Ed and Sheila Popham of 
Esperance, is a true Wolf in Sheep’s clothing. 

Sold by Fiat in 1972 as a 130B model, it has a 
number of features that add up to make it a potent little 
car, even by today’s standards. The biggest surprise 
hides under the bonnet, in the form of a twin cam 3.2 
litre V6 rated at 165 bhp, designed by Aurelio Lampredi 
of Ferrari. This motor will reputedly push this sedate 
looking sedan out to 240kmh!

Combined with factory alloy rims carrying 
healthy size tyres hiding four wheel disk brakes and 
some surprisingly modern safety features, such as elec-
tronic brake disk pad wear warning, independent rear 
suspension with a limited slip differential, it all adds up 
to a car that the more you look into it, the more it im-
presses!

Ed purchased the car in 2017 from Geraldton; it 
has very few, but obviously caring owners.   
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6293 1726 

Rootes Rambles 

Hillman Humber Singer 
Sunbeam Commer Karrier

Another month slips by as I mull over what to report on. 
Our Section AGM has been held and Office Bearers re-
main the same as last year with te addition of one new po-
sition. 
Chairman: Alan Wegener    Vice Chair : Martin Egan    
Secretary: Terrence Chin   Treasurer: Gary Slater
Events: Darryl Ferguson   Property Manager: Ellen & Ross 
Parrick ( New Position)
The idea of a "property manager has come about as over 
the years we have been accumulating various items of 
Club Property including some historical items from the orig-
inal Humber Club.  As these are not all stored in one loca-
tion we felt the need to have some controls and records 
kept so thank you to Ellen and Ross for volunteering.  Mike 
Butler has also been doing some design work on Banners 
that we can use at events as well as following up on price 
and delivery etc. He has presented a number of the op-
tions to the meeting and we are now in the final stages of 
being able to go ahead and make a purchase. Thanks 
Mike. 
From July 1 2018 to 30June 2019 our section managed to 
attend 21 events even though as like all groups we are 
suffering from Age and Illness that does preclude some 
from attending as frequently as the may like to.  
At the last meeting we also decided that we would be hold-
ing the Rootes Roundup again with a suggested date as 
the 13th October so more on this as Venues etc are firmed 
up.
A little late I know but we again had a good representation 
of Rootes Group cars at the Gingin All British day. A good 
turn up of vehicles from our section plus a number of oth-
ers from around the traps who also find it a great venue 
and a good chance to catch up at least once a year. Wel-
come back to the Cases who have been away for a few 
years, so good to have another Humber back in the public 
again.
As usual we are always on the "lookout" for Rootes Group 
Vehicles that may come up for sale or may be spotted in 
paddocks or back yards. The 66 Hillman that I reported on 
a few months back has now been picked up and in store 
as a pair to go with the 66 Gazelle that is being prepared 
for the Hillman nationals next year. Today we looked a 

what could be a "34"  Hilman Tourer that has been stripped 
with the Chassis stored out side ( But in reasonable condi-
tion) and the rest of the parts in a shed ( Minus engine) . 
This is available if anyone is looking for a project car.
Also 3 members attended the VCC Auto Jumble that ap-
peared to be well attended with each of us making some 
purchases even if I had to slip mine in home via the back 
gate. 
Also note that there have been a number of New members 
to the VCC who own Rootes Group cars both Hillmans and 
Humbers so if you happening to be one of those and read 
this feel free to get in touch or come along and join with us 
when the chance arises. Some of us have been know as 
Grumpy old Men (usually by and errant child or two) but 
once we are out and about Rootes Rambling we definitely 
have a Smile on our Faces.
Coming events:  Garrik Theatre and new members day will 
be over by the time this is in print.
Bunnings Kalamunda    Sausage Sizzle 31st August 
(Helpers needed)  
York Motor Show  Sunday 1st Sept then Bindoon Historic 
Day 15th Sept and Denmark Gt Southern Classic car 
Show29th Sept. 
Rootes Roundup  13th Oct 2019 to be confirmed.

Keep those Rootes Boots Clean and Turning. 

Uneventful Darryl  0478603424
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The Katanning and Districts Gazette 

Good Ay fellow motoring enthusiasts  !!!
Well if you didn’t attend any of the events organised in May and June you missed out on 
some good outings.

I’ve been away but did manage to get to 4 events with good numbers turning up at 
several events.
A run to Williams on Heritage Day for lunch at the woolshed was 1st up . Thanks Ron for 

organising this, you seem to have a nack for picking nice days for a drive in the countryside.
Next was a get together at the Historical Village in Wagin , and once again the weather turned it on. Some 14 

cars in attendance which made for a good spectacle for both members and the public alike.
June 9th saw a good roll up at Steve and Gloria Newbold’s  for something a little 

different. Steve put on a bit of a Demo on how to use an English wheel and a free feed 
as well. Thanks Gloria for cooking up the BBQ while the blokes where in the shed being 
entertained by Steve working on making a panel for behind the seat in Teds Vanguard 
Van or as he puts it “Pommy Sandman” spose its nearly as rare just missing a few cyl-
inders. The panel he made up was the same as the one he made for the tailgate of his 
Dodge pickup .

After a feed we headed to view a collection of vintage caravans which will form 
part of the vintage caravan museum in Wagin which should be up and running for next 
years rally. From their it was on to view Ted Pugh’s toy shed and his collection and  
including the “Pommy Sandman”. Thanks Steve & Gloria for organising this along with 
Ted for letting us look at that very rare Pommy Sandman.
The last event for June was a trip to Ongerup to check out some sexy chicks.

Opps my mistake “Mallee  Fowls” Thanks Ron and once again you turned to the 
weather Gods to smile upon us.  With 9 and a ¼ of us heading south (one small grand 
child), Alex’s Citron decided to chuck a hissy fit and not play the game, just south of 
Katanning and he was forced to return home missing a good day .With 7and a ¼ we 
headed south to Ongerup to meet up with members from the Albany branch which 
rounded us of to 20 and a ¼ for lunch. Nice weather, nice meal, and pleasant company 
it turn out to be splendid days outing. Now armed with a vast knowledge of what Mallee 
fowls are all about a bloke can say been there and done that, but seriously folks if you 
are ever down that way in Ongerup call into the centre and have a look, they really have 
done a top job of setting this up and a bonus is the nice Café for a bite to eat as well.
Well that’s it cause me pens run out of ink and I cant think of anything more to ramble on 
about. Don’t forget folks  the AGM 14th July although it may have been  by the time you 
read this and we could have an all new crew at the helm.

Events;
July 14th AGM and general meeting Wagin Historical village.

Above: Steve’s shed including the Plasma
August 14th Bus Trip to Araluen Botanical Park cutting; and the new tailgate for the Dodge.

Please contact Ron Holland 0427 612791 for details
From the  Desk ; Brian.
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I recently read the attached article written in the Murchison 
Advocate 7th September 1907.  It would appear to be my 
1903 de Dion Q that spent a number of years wandering 
around the Murchison district.  I thought it might amuse Club 
Members as it did me. (photo of the car is on the front cover)

Doug Kerr

From Peak Hill to Bangemall  
Across Country IN A MOTOR CAR. 

By R. C. Field.

Having occasion to visit Bangmall on mining business in 
company with a well known prospector, I decided to 
take my 6 h.p. De Dion motor car, as the easiest and 

quickest means of locomotion, and having every confidence in 
the reliability of the car, I decided to take the most direct route 
possible, which, needless to say, meant no road for the great-
er portion of the journey. The shortest road that has been trav-
ersed by vehicular traffic hitherto, was via Erivilia station, on 
the Gascoyne, and thence across to Mt. Augustus, which, by 
the way, was first opened up by myself with a loaded waggon 
some 12 or 13 years ago, and the distance was about 300 
miles. 

On this occasion, however, not requiring wa-
ter very frequently, I steered a north-westerly 
course from Mr Chas. Smith's Milgan station, and 
saw no other habitation of any sort until arrival at 
Messrs Phillips and Ryan's Mt. Augustus cattle sta-
tion, which is 30 miles from Bangemall. Between these two 
stations there was no road whatever, the distance being 115 
miles, and the total distance, as recorded on the metre at-
tached to the car, was 196 miles from Peak Hill to Bangemall, 
thus I cut off over 100 miles. On the return journey I was able 
to come a little straighter and made the distance 192 miles. 

The distance measured on the chart, as the crow flies, 
is 180 miles, so we did not go much out of our way. We left 
Peak Hill on the evening of the 14th August, with 4cwt of tools, 
provisions, blankets, naptha, etc., and my companion being a 
12 stone man and myself weighing 11 stone, we had a good 
load on. "We had to carry 20 gallons of naptha, and this was 
our principal anxiety, least something might start the tins leak-
ing and we would not have enough to carry us through. 

At Milgan station, which was reached on the following 
morning, Mr Knapton, the general manager of Mr Chas. Smith 
s station, lent us a native to show us one water hole after 
which he was to return. The weight of the native added to the 
burden of the car, but it went just as well. Unfortunately for us, 
the rate of travelling completely confused the native, so much 
so in fact that he lost his bearings and was practically useless. 
The only thing which seemed to trouble him was how he was 
going to get back. To make matters worse, while going along 
at about 20 miles an hour his hat blew off. and thinking I was 
not going to stop, he jumped out while the car was in motion, 
which of course led to disaster, for not being as smart as a 
railway shunter, he came an awful cropper and nearly broke 
his collar bone. My companion could not help laughing at him, 
as he seemed to think that he had been pushed out, Anyhow, 
after this incident he was useless, as whatever we asked him, 
he had one answer. "Don't know, ' so we had to go and 
chance finding water, which we did eventually, and then we 
sent the native back. He reckoned it would take him about 
three days to get back, and said that "Motorcar no good: too 
much walk about. ". 

After this we went on and camped at a pool called Wit-
tenoom's clay pits, and from there we went on to Mt. Augus-
tus, which is the highest mountain in Western Australia, and 
consequently formed a good land mark after we once came 
into sight of it, which we did at about 60 miles off. 

On arrival at the cattle station we found it easily but 
after being there about half an hour some natives came and 
were greatly taken up with the carriage. When they were look-
ing for the horse tracks, I gave the handle a turn and started 
the engine They fled, and were seen no more. We went on to 
the cattle station, 22 miles east, where we found the first white 
man since leaving Miligan. never the less to say, it was most, 
abounded at see a motor car so far away from civilisation. 

The next day we went to Bangemall, and nearly fright-
ened the fossickers out of it. They thought an earthquake was 
beginning when they heard the first sounds of the motor, and 
when we pulled up at our intended camp we were quickly sur-
rounded by the curious miners. Here I met an old man, and 
well known in Cue, Mick Macnamara, prospector of the Horse-
shoe and Bangemall, and late butcher in Cue. I found that the 
total population of Bangemall was about 12, this being above 
the average, there being then present a party from Meekathar-
ra trying their luck. There is a well-kept store, butcher's shop 
and Hotel, run by Messrs Ayliffe and Wilkinson. He is at pre-
sent running the business, Ayliffe being engaged in pastoral 
pursuits in the district, which abounds in small stations, all of 
which are apparently flourishing. 

The only occupation at Bangemall at 
present is dry blowing and from what we 
could gather there is only just tucker in it. ; 
The gold is chiefly coarse, but the nuggets 

are too few and far between. The only reefs 
that have been opened in the past are now aban-

doned, and there are the remains of an old Tremayne mill and 
a little 'two-head stamp dolly there in a more or less state of 
decay. There is abundant grass and, water level bring only 
40ft or 50ft, The men have no difficulty on this score, and it is 
partly the reason for some of them camping there to spell their 
horses and keep the pot boiling at the same time it is an ideal 
horse camp , There is good fishing and shooting to be had in 
Kelitana Pool about 7 miles away in the Lyons River. It is a 
very large, deep permanent pool. 

Haying stayed in Bangemall about five days we com-
menced the return journey, and went to Mt. Augustus where 
we found the scene changed, What was hitherto a deserted 
place was now very much alive, the mustering gang having 
made in, and there were in all about six whites and some thirty 
natives The windmill being out of repair I remained a day to 
adjust same, and then took Mr James Ashton, the manager of 
the station, in the car 12 miles on our journey. He lent his 
horse to mv companion and all the mustering gang having 
gone overnight we had a rendezvous at the pool, and there 
we witnessed some sport, when they were cutting out cattle. 

We saw some good sprints, some of the calves requir-
ing cattlemen to herd them. One of the pack-horses cut up 
rusty at the camp and save the trouble of undoing the rack, as 
he bucked and sent the contents flying.  When one of the na-
tives got bucked off a young horse, we left, thinking it safer to 
ride in a motor car than on one of the Mt Augustus horses. 
The journey having cut up the tyres of the motor we got some 
bullock hide at the station and covered the wheels with it and 
were able to get through without further damage to the tyres. 
We came back without mishap, and arrived in Peak Hill, hav-
ing been away 16 days and having had a thoroughly enjoya-
ble trip. 

The motor never gave one anxious moment, the only 
trouble being with the tyres, owing to sharp stumps hidden 
under the herbage causing punctures, but after the hide was 
put on the trouble was ended. We passed over some very 
rough country necessitating both of us getting out and walk-
ing, while the motor slowly plodded on its way over the rocks 
on the low gear. It was just like leading a live animal. We had 
perfect weather for the trip.

..we got some bullock 
hide at the station and 

covered the wheels 
with it….



It’s happened again, 
we’ve just had the an-
nual general meeting 
and when nominations 
for all positions were 
called as vacant, all 
shoes and laces were 
checked out by the 

members so, we as committee members, have to continue 
for another twelve months. We don’t mind though, it’s a 
pleasure to carry on for a great group of members. (That’s 
a good grovel.) Next year may be different though so be 
prepared.

I have to talk about the Geraldton weekend run organised 
by Bob Beams. There were six cars that ventured away, 
three were trailered up and the other three drove. We used 
the Great Ocean Road, the weather was perfect and the 
drive up was a pleasure, us old blokes had to stop a couple 
of times of course. We stopped at Jurien Bay and went to 
see the Motorcycle collection owned by Ian Boyd. This is 
the largest Vincent collection in the world and it’s in our 
state! Ian has forty four Vincent’s from the first model to the 
last, all in beautiful condition, having owned a couple of 
these lovely machines myself years ago, I found it particu-
larly interesting. There were also other makes of motorcy-
cles and a very nice E Type Jaguar. We have to say a big 
thank you to Ian for allowing us to visit his home.

 We booked into our accommodation which was the African 
Reef Motel, to relax after the long drive. On Saturday we 
went to the Geraldton Pistol club for a meet and greet and 
barbecue tea. We were made very welcome and enjoyed 
the evening. On Sunday we drove to the Oakabella Tea 
rooms for morning tea, quite a way on some dirt roads and 
then to Northampton for a look around the machinery and 
restoration group headquarters and a barbecue lunch, 
loads of tractors, stationary engines and farm equipment. 

Once again everyone made us very welcome. In the after-
noon we went to the Chiverton House Museum. We trav-
elled back to Geraldton and in the evening had dinner at 
Fitzies Restaurant with members of the Geraldton club. 
What a lovely weekend and we were even supplied with 
Rally Bags with lots of goodies inside.
A great big thank you is well deserved from all of those who 
participated in run, to the Geraldton members for making it 
a very enjoyable weekend.
The weather held and the journey back, whilst busy was 
still a lovely drive with no hold ups.
So there were six cars and twelve of our members who 
took advantage of this great weekend away, unfortunately 
there were two or three members who had to pull out owing 
to prior commitments.
If we do it again, don’t miss out.
Meanwhile keep those old wheels turning                 

  Richard Whitehead

With Richard  and Maxine now swanning around in 
the balmy summer weather in the UK, I am ending his epis-
tle with a report on our Winter Auto Jumble which was held 
on Sunday 30th, June.  

While the weather over the previous week had been 
appalling, we were fortunate on the day in that apart from 
some slight drizzle at the beginning, there was no rain.  

The increased advertising for the event undertaken 
the previous month and the reasonable weather I am sure 
enabled us to reach 115 sellers on the day which was ex-
cellent.  There was all manner of tools, parts, car mags etc 
on offer with the Lion’s club doing a great trade with their 
sausage sizzle.  Many thanks to our volunteers who 
worked hard collecting the money and directing traffic to 
endure that everyone was safely housed undercover.  To 
the ladies who provided the cakes etc under the guidance 
of our “Head of Catering”, Rosie to feed the hungry workers  
- Thank You.  A great team effort. Lesley Gibbs

Posties Prattle 

On Sunday the 16th June 
2019, the Post-Vintage 

Section conducted the Club’s annual Winter Rally. A 
cloudy, frost-bitten morning greeted a dozen cars, who 
with their drivers and passengers set out from the Club 
Rooms in Wattle Grove, for a southern run, winding 
through open fields and corridors of  trees before finishing 
the day at the charming Wokalup Tavern.

While the rains did reach us, we were fortunate that 
conditions did not cause any mishaps and did not detract 
from the lovely cruise between Perth and Wokalup. We 
were also fortunate to collect some additional members 
along the way from Mundijong and Waroona and were 
also joined for a fabulous lunch put on at the Wokalup 
Tavern with members of the Collie Branch.

The winners of the day were Allan and Jenni Grif-
fiths in their 1964 Corona, with Bob Hay winning the raffle 
which raised $60 for the Section.

A big thank you to everyone who participated, you 
really made the day a special one.

Kalina Ridley
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Chittering Chatter
Bolgart Coffee Run

A convoy of 12 cars set off from Bindoon for the 
Chittering Branch’s June coffee run, this time to Bolgart.
The drive took about an hour through the agricultural ar-
ea and many farmers could be seen taking advantage of 
the recent good falls of rain and finishing off their crop-
ping programs.

Trees Café in Bolgart is located in the old Bank of 
New South Wales building with the teller’s counter now 
serving coffee not cash.

What was the manager’s office is another area to 
sit and chat with no concerns about having a discussion 
with the manager about the state of one’s account and 
the kitchen uses what was the strongroom.

After a pleasant couple of hours members headed 
home some via Toodyay.

(Photos on Page 18)



Vintage Section participants on the run to Geraldton Entering Oakabella Homestead
Below: Country driving Ian Boyd’s collection

Posties Prattle—Winter Rally   Above left:  the winner car; Above: some of the cars on the Rally

Below: More of the cars that took part on the Rally Below:  the winning team’s prize.
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Chittering Chatter Above: Stan Gaston - 1965 Austin 1800  Laurie Rive’s1939 2 door Morris E series
Below: Brett Taylor and his 1953 Morris. The Bolgart café.

York Torque:  Show us Ya Shed Day revealed this nice Lister 
stationary engine and also a shot of Ross Ainsworth getting hands on at 

the barbecue.

Page 18 Early Auto July 2019

"I’ve just seen the back page of 
Early Auto.  

Rolls-Royce I know, De Dion-
Boutons I know, Hispano-Suizas I 
know, but what the devil are 
Leylands?!" 

Keith Donea took 
his 1930 Ausn Sev-
en RL along to the 
very last Open Day 
held at the Midland 
Railways Workshop 
at the beginning of 
July.
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YORK BRANCH

YORK MOTOR SHOW 2019
Sunday 1st September A Father’s Day to Remember !

Time:  9 am  to 4 pm

Display Areas: Avon Terrace, Avon Park & Lowe Street 

Entry: Free 

If you display a vehicle, please arrive between 7 and 10 am so that our marshals can direct you to your dis-
play area.   Please send your application forms to us by Sunday 18th August so that we can plan the 

parking (display areas).

Registration to: Regina Michel-Huessy, Secretary,  Email:  yorkveterancarclub@gmail.com 
or P.O. Box 382,  York WA 6302   (Entry form in this issue of Early Auto)

Enquiries: 
Email: yorkveterancarclub@gmail.com

Gary Byfield    Mob: 0414 885 338  
Graeme Murray Mob 0417 944 378   

York Torque 

Show Us Ya Shed Day 

The York Branch of the VCC con-
ducts an annual “show us ya shed 
day”. Usually 3 members volunteer 

to show off their shed with anything from a current project 
to what they have as equipment to do these projects on 
show.

A number of members met at 10.30am in Lowe 
Street, York to then travelled in convoy to the first one of 
the day. In all we had 18 members on the day who came 
along. The weather started out cool but warmed as the day 
progressed. 

Craig and Yvonne Freebairn have an array of very 
enviable sheds on their property housing a couple of very 
collectable MG’s, a great collection of stationary engines 
fully restored and in running order. Also, the walls are lined 
with motoring memorabilia. He has a fine workshop section 
to make these projects possible. Craig started one of the 
engines he has lovingly restored and it was a joy to see. 
Particularly when he showed us what the engine condition 
was when found laying abandoned in a paddock.   We gen-
erally allow 45 mins to an hour at each location.

Our next stop was Ross and Dawn Ainsworth’s 
property just a short distance out of town. Ross has a very 
neat shed to show with some very remarkable tools of 
trade to achieve the restoration projects he gets involved 
with. After completing the restoration of his 1910 IHC high 
wheeler a number of years ago he has now turned his 
hand at restoring a 1909 Buick. The timber body with up-
holstered seating is almost complete and will be ready 

shortly to mount on the chassis when that is completed. All 
parts are there in various stages of completion but I’m sure 
when finished it will be something to see and admire.

Our next stop was 12 kilometres out of York and 
on to the Budeselik homestead property. Brad lives on the 
property with his mother, a number of cattle a few sheep 
and George, a Jack Russel with loads of energy. Brad is 
currently restoring a 1977 HZ Holden and a 1969 HT Hold-
en. The HZ is on a hoist at present and has been stripped 
back to bare body work. A lot of work still to go. The HT 
doesn’t need the same amount of work but from the wind-
screen forward new subframes are being manufactured 
before rebuilding. He has a number of other projects wait-
ing in the wings but I’m sure there will be some wonderful 
vehicles seeing the roads around York once more. 

After we had finished looking around Brad’s sheds, 
we all then went down to the picnic area adjacent to a 
creek that runs through the property. Brad’s mum, Annie 
took control of the BBQ which consisted of an old saw 
blade over a fire surrounded by supporting rocks. A bush 
BBQ at its best. It was a bring your own and there was a 
real assortment of food. Old lounge chairs were provided or 
perching on a rock we all had our fill. Very pleasant sitting 
out in the sunshine. 

We are very fortunate to have members in our club 
with great sheds and we look for to next years ‘Show us Ya 
Shed’ day.

Gary Byfield – Branch Chairman
Stepping in for Kathy Murray who is currently un-
well. We wish her a speedy recovery.
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Motoring Memories  
Yesteryear Brought Back to Life 

by A John Parker

The Perth Canyon West of Rottnest 
What has been found under water is the same as on land -
mountains, canyons, watercourses - plus some fascinating 
wreckage, etc. Our local WA ocean floor’s ‘hollow’ is 
called the “Perth Canyon,” 30km west of Rottnest Island, 
up to 4km deep and 100 million years old.  

It is the ancient bed of the Swan River valley show-
ing the outflow beyond what is our Fremantle Harbour and 
the WA coast. It was known of yore, so became the dump-
ing ground for man-made items. Perth Maritime Museum 
terms it, “The Rottnest Deepwater Graveyard.”

Prior to 1932, unwanted items were dumped any-
where - but the Dumping Act of 1932 forced people to 
dump of old ships and other detritus into our ‘Perth Can-
yon.’

After WWII, Catalina PBY-5 ‘Flying Boats’ (which 
flew Perth-to-London during WWII) were sunk in the can-
yon after flying from Matilda Bay when explosives were 
detonated in their hulls.  Dr Robert Ballard found the 
‘Titanic’- how long will it be for us to unravel the depths of 
our local Canyon?

March 2015 research had the Head of Maritime Ar-
chaeology, Jeremy Green, confirmed “Large quantities of 
items were dumped after WWII - aircraft and trucks were 
among them.” The Heritage Officer for the Rottnest Island 
Authority, Patsy Vizents, comments further, “Yes, the 
trench holds Catalina aircraft from WWII and unused am-
munition from Rottnest’s Oliver Hill was dumped into the 
trench in the 1960s when the island’s military sites were 
‘cleaned up.’ 

Ford Australia’s North Fremantle assembly plant 
retirees report Ford having dumped barge loads of out-of-
date/unserviceable car parts - new Model T parts; Model A 
parts; and gearboxes from Cortinas (back from local deal-
erships for replacement - these had been marked for cutting 
up with oxy torches - but, 10 minutes in the ocean would 
have destroyed their usefulness anyway!) 

Retirees at GM-H’s plant at Mosmans report that 
GM-H, too, dumped automotive parts into the Canyon post 
WWII.  Others have claimed that ex-WWII Wirraway air-
craft were also dumped there. The US Army disposed of 
used staff cars there after WWII to comply with Lend-
Lease Agreements.  Such vehicles could not be allowed to 
flood the US home market. 

In 2014, a UWA-WA Museum-CSIRO and the Insti-
tute of Marine Sciences in Italy team, discovered a lost 
‘ocean glider’ using a remote operated vehicle (ROV) 
down 700 metres deep on the Canyon’s floor. Professor 
Chari Pattiaratchi e-mailed the author saying, 
“Unfortunately, we did not find any man-made relics (Ed: 
i.e. planes, trains or automobiles!) dumped in the areas we 
surveyed.  We did manage to talk to the ROV acoustically, 
by ‘pinging’ it with a sound frequency, but it wasn't able to 
come up to surface.” 

Finally, Professor Chari explained, “We did the most 
accurate high-resolution mapping of the canyon. From 
memory, we identified a wreck on the shelf but nothing else 
in deeper water.”

So, is any VCC member going (very, very) deep-sea 
diving next weekend?!

Feedback A John Parker (08) 9271 4272 -
ajohn2@dodo.com.au

Canyon to Perth -
image from 
GOOGLE Earth;

Perth Canyon Dive Area - im-
age courtesy of Professor Chari 
Pattiaratchi of Coastal Ocean-
ography at UWA;

Uni of WA’s found "ocean glider" by a ROV - image taken 
from website http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-10/
ocean-glider-research-tool-missing-for-two-years-found-
off-wa/6295842

A Remote Oper-
ated Vehicle 
(ROV) - image 
from same 
source as above;
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MINUTES 
Of the General Meeting of the Veteran Car 

Club of WA (Inc.) held at the 
Club Rooms, 265 Hale Rd, Wattle Grove on 

27th June 2019 at 8pm. 

Attendance:  President Tony Hume (Chair) and 
members as per the attendance book.  

Apologies – as listed in the attendance book.  
Guest Speaker:  Jim Walker was a late withdrawal, 
so Roger bell stepped in at late notice and gave a 
very interesting presentation on the introduction of 
the Mustang in America. Roger also had his 
19641/2 Mustang on display. 
Confirmation of minutes for the May 2019 Gen-
eral Meeting as printed in the June edition of Early 
Auto. Moved   Lyle Metcalf/ seconded Ian Baxter 
CARRIED. 
Business arising from the previous minutes - 
Nil 
Correspondence inwards and outwards: 
The Secretary has processed all mail received and 
this has been dealt with by Executive Management 
Committee. 
Business Arising from the Correspondence: 
Matters dealt with by Executive Management Com-
mittee. 

Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer John Heydon presented finances to the 
meeting. John outlined the effect of depreciation on 
the accounts and advised that the accounts are 
currently with the Auditor. 
Moved John Heydon / seconded Murray Lizatovich 
that the report as tabled be received CARRIED 

New Members:  New members since the last 
meeting are as follows: 
Paul & Emma Barker - Melville: 1967 Land Rover 
2a 
Tony Henry - Claremont: 1991 Renault 4lt Ligeriro 
Garry & Helena Slater - Halls Head: 1976 Triumph 
Spitfire 
Robert Pettit - East Cannington 
Charles & Denise Hine - Ambergate: 1966 Jaguar 
E Type 
Neil & Carole Pearson - West Beach: 1974 Vw 
Beetle, 1974 VW Beetle, 1968 VW Beetle 
Graeme & Allyson Wilson - Mindarie: 1980 Datsun 
280zx Coupe 
Colin Downes - Ellenbrook: 1973 Ford Ranchero 
GT 
Ramon & Sharon Sheehan - Claremont: 1966 Ford 
Mustang Convertible, 
1967 Ford Shelby Gt 500 
Tim & Ken Elliott - Serpentine: 1923 Velie 
Paul & Trish Spittle - Banjup1982 Izusu Sbr Truck 
Royce & Margaret White - Gosnells: 1966 Ford 
Falcon 
David Bryant & Trish Gaunt - Waterford: 1976 Ford 
3600 Tractor, 
1972 Honda Xl100 Motorbike 
Cameron Davey - Bayswater: 1916 Ford Roadster 
Nicholas Palmer – Madora Bay: 1929 Chev Road-
ster Coupe 
Sally Alcock & Nathan Beckett - Cottesloe: 1954 
Hillman Minx 
Daryl Bucknalll & Kylie - Stake Hill: 1961 Dodge 
Phoenix Sdn 
Winton Wasey & Tina Mccaskill - Esperance: 1974 
Leyland P76 Targa Florio 

Antony Prince - Albany: 1951 Armstrong Siddley 
Whitley 
Anthony & Laura Hennessy - Sth Kalgoorlie: 1969 
Chev Camaro Coupe 
Frank Bakker - Belmont: 1970 Cadillac Eldorado 
Coupe 
Paul Mansfield - Lakelands: 1978 Ford Ltd 
Colin & Robyn Danks - Donnybrook: 1927 Buick 
Standard Sedan, 
1927 Hupmobile ‘A’ Sedan
Therese & David Higginson - Narrogin: 1943 Willys 
Mdx 
Moved Aileen Stockdale / seconded Roger Bell the 
persons listed be accepted as members. CARRIED 

Host Nevis Dowding was an apology, however 
Tony Hume introduced new members attending 
their first meeting: 
Glen Harris - 1948 Hillman 
Erik Hooff was a potential member and advised that 
he has a vintage truck. 
President Tony Hume welcomed Glen as a new 
member to the club and thanked Erik for attending 
the meeting. 

Section, Branch and Other Reports: 
Veteran: Linton Sharp advised that the Section had 
held its AGM and the same office bearers will con-
tinue in 2019/20. Alex Selley was awarded Club-
man of the Year. 
Vintage: Lesley Gibbs advised that the Section had 
held its AGM and the same office bearers will con-
tinue in 2019/20. The Section went to Geraldton for 
the June long weekend with 6 vehicles attending. 
Lesley thanked Marg and Mark Hatch for their 
hospitality during the visit. The Autojumble will be 
held on 30th June, a christening run will be held on 
7th July while Christmas in July will be held on 28th

July. Planning of events for the coming year is 
underway. 
Post Vintage: Ken Wortlehock advised that the 
Section AGM had been held and one change was 
made in that Esther Robertson was appointed to 
the position of Secretary. Tickets to the Garrick 
Theatre are still available. 
Military:  Paul Andrews advised that the Section 
AGM had been held and the same Office Bearers 
will continue in 2019/20. Five new members were 
welcomed to the Section during the year. Events for 
August include Targa West and the Dowerin Field 
day. Paul spoke about a film that is being planned 
about World War 1 and this will be filmed over 
areas of WA. Andy Wearmouth is assisting the 
Section in coordinating the requirements being 
sought by the film makers. 
Model T: No report. 
Mustang & Shelby: Roger Bell advised that the 
AGM had been held and the same office bearers 
will continue in 2019/20. On July 4th a visit to Bulls-
brook Hotel has been planned together with a 
breakfast at Rose and Crown Hotel on 28th July. 
The Section will be organising the Spring rally on 
27th October. 
Humber Rootes Group: Martin Egen advised that 
the Section had held its AGM and the same Office 
Bearers will continue in 2019/20. The Section is 
relatively quiet at the moment. The Section was 
once a club in its own right and is currently under-
taking an exercise to locate all assets that belonged 
to that club. 

Parts Shed: Neil Pitman advised that a 1959 Rover 
had been donated to the club, along with Morris 
Mini parts. 
Vehicle Registrar: David Reid advised that in the 
order of 8 vehicles a week are being transferred to 
code 404 concessional license. The CMC1 form 
has been revised and now requires two signatures, 
one to declare that the vehicle owner is a club 
member and the second to declare that the vehicle 
is not modified. The same person can sign if he is 
the required information/authority. Dave asked that 
he requires a copy of all CMC forms so that he can 
update the club Vehicle Data Base.  
Membership Registrar: No report. 
Library: John Howell advised that the library is 
open on a Wednesday morning as well as meeting 
nights. 
Building and Premises Committee: Lyle Metcalf 
advised that all was well. 

Merchandise:  Ian Baxter advised that as a one 
off, shirts tonight will be available for $30. Ian now 
has a full stock of club shirts and the price will be 
$35 
Early Auto: Geoff Moor encouraged members 
to keep sending in articles on their vehicle restora-
tion. In the case of photos taken at events, Geoff 
asked that members faces be shown. 
Events Coordinator: Geoff Moor advised that the 
York rally is being planned and details will be in 
July Early Auto. The Spring Rally will be held on 
27th October while the annual Wesley Display will 
be held on 6th October. Geoff is arranging 6-8 cars 
for Bunnings Belmont. Geoff outlined the 
“Impromptu Run” procedure using the club web 
site. Geoff also praised Ross Payne for driving his 
vintage Essex to the meeting on a cold wet night…
real spirit. 
General Events Calendar: Full details of club 
events are recorded in the “Events” section of the 
club web site. Geoff Moor has detailed major 
events to take place within the near future while 
further detail is available in Early Auto.  

General Business: 
Tony Hume advised that the Club AGM will be held 
in July and at that meeting his term as President 
will be finished. 
· Tony Hume outlined how at the Veteran 
Run at Myalaup in December last year his 1906 
Rover suffered major mechanical damage when the 
tail shaft dislodged and made contact with the road 
surface. Extensive repairs have been undertaken 
by Tony’s brother Peter and flowing from that, Peter 
has purchased a similar partly restored vehicle from 
member Graham Henley. This will add to the Peter 
Hume collection. 

Bits & Pieces: 
· Linton Sharp advised that he is looking for 
a 3-speed gearbox for a 1982 BMW Coupe. Tony 
Hume advised that Colin Salmon may be a good 
contact. 
· Geoff Moor advised that his son was look-
ing for a 5-speed gearbox and splitter for a 1994 
Ford Trader. 

The raffle was won by Noel Becker 

Meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 
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FOR SALE ALL STATES 

1914 2cyl Swift 
Cycle Car
Rallied all over 
Australia since 
restoration in 
1973 for Rally 
West.  POA.   
Please call Ray 
Selley (08) 9535 

5562

1926 920 
Humber 
Roadster
Restored by 
my father for 
Rally West 
1979.  Con-
cessional 
License  POA  
Please call 
Ray Selley 
(08) 9535 
5562

FOR SALE 

1972 MINI Clubman Deluxe, in same 
family since new, have original Illich 
Motors sales inv..On original reg. lic. 
Plates. Stored 25 yrs. Engine complete-
ly recond. & balanced, trans. recond. 

Car completely rebuilt. Original uphol.,extra gauges, radio cas-
sette, white wall inserts, wheel trims, elect. isolator, mesh visor
(not fitted). Workshop manuals.  Approx. 100 km. since rebuild. 
On Historic plates.    $16500.00 ovno Contact:  0498 576 238   

*Dodge bros. updraught carb., rebuilt, 
may also fit some early tractors   
$100.oo                          
*   Model T carb.     $20.00             
*Pyrene brass fire ext.    $45.oo            
*1920s concertina run. brd. luguage 
rack $85.oo                                         
*6v headlight globes $10.oo ea.                                                            
*4 new Zodiac Harley Davidson 
ind.lights w/globes  $85.00                                                                        
*Chev.6  12v starter                                           
$80.oo                                 
*DVDs :    Classic Vintage Sports 
Cars ;  Classic British Cars in W.A.;     
Top Marques -Rolls Royce.; Top Gear- The Challenges.;                       
Story of Steam.;   Triple Back on Track;Railway ; Adventures 
Across Europe.  $15.oo ea. Or $80 the lot                
*Dyke’s Auto Encyclopedia 15th ed. Very good cond.   $70.00  
Contact: 0498 576 238 

F100 1977 4x4 
project. Front LH 
damage but all 
panels supplied to 
fix. Cleveland ? 
Motor runs. $3500 
neg. Ian 
0437611169

1985 Buick Park Avenue 
sedan. Top  of the range 
sedan for 1985. Possibly 
the only one in Australia. 
Private import as a new 
car with full RHD conver-
sion. Drives great. Inter-
esting history, only 3 owners. 77500 original miles.
First of the “compact” Electras, front wheel drive 3.8 V6 with over-
drive auto. Luxurious double cushioned tan leather upholstery. 
We have just replaced the hood lining. Has optional Delco-Bose 
radio-cassette but speakers are shot.  $18000 ONO  Contact: 
Rick & Bev Beazley, Ph: 9439 1094 or 0411 091 381.  email: hob-
bit3@bigpond.com.  Car is in Wellard, WA

2 X Tyres 4.50 X 21 Olympic, good appearance but too old for 
street use,  suit museum display or put that unfinished resto on 
wheels to move around. FREE Phone Kim 93972164.

International  C 1500 ex army truck, 
very good condition , no rust , low 
miles, licenced.  Lots of spares.  
$12000,  Jim  93793467

Wanted !!  Ford Cortina 
MK1  440 or GT in reasonable 
condition.  Ph David  08-9753 
3270. 

The Spare Parts Shed is looking for
volunteers to help sort and rationalise parts,

dismantle vehicles and help with
general clean up. If you would like

to come down and help plus socialise
with other members, please ring

Brian on 0447227644 or
Neil on 0406097282



Meetings held on the 4th Thursday in each month (except December) in the Club 
Rooms, 265 Hale Road (Cnr Tonkin Highway), Wattle Grove commencing at 8pm

Parts shed & library open most Wed mornings
Club room bookings - 9453 2728 

Veteran Car Club of W.A. (Inc), 
P O Box 79, Bentley WA 6982  
A.B.N. 16 234 602 729  Web Site: 

www.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au 
CLUB CONTACTS:
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT Tony Hume Tony.hume7@gmail.com  Ph: 0457 678 898
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Duke Ph: 9293 4349 

taduke@westnet.com.au
SECRETARY  Alex Kirkwood Ph: 9419 1654
Secretary’s email: admin@veterancarclubofwa.asn.au
(ALL mail to the Club Post Office Box as at top of this page PLEASE)
TREASURER
John Heydon, 23 Melville Beach Rd, Applecross ph: 0409594885
Treasurer’s email: treasurer@veterancarclubofwa.asn.au  
MEMBERS Ian Baxter ph: (08) 9381 6808

John Oldland ph: (08) 9291 6254
Esther Robertson ph: 0414 723 821
Roger Bell ph: 9364 2474
Andrew Wearmouth ph: 9330 5459

CONCESSIONAL LICENCE  REGISTRAR  
David Reid, 205 Bailey Rd, Glen Forrest, 6071 ph: 0431 929 684 
Email: s.reid14@bigpond.com
MEMBERSHIP REGISTRAR (Acting)
Aileen Stockdale, 6 Oxley Place, Darlington WA  6070 ph:(08)  9252 1292
Email: membership@veterancarclubofwa.asn.au
EVENTS COORDINATOR
Geoff Moor, Email: vintageservices@iinet.net.au ph 0418 929 035
SPARE PARTS COORDINATORS
Brian Thompson ph: 0447 227 644
Neil Pitman ph: 9398 6312; mobile 0406097282 
BUILDING AND PREMISES CHAIR Lyle Metcalf ph: 0417 993 631
—-o0o—- 
CLUB MEETING HOST  Nevis Dowding ph: 9275 8994
EARLY AUTO EDITOR Geoff Moor (see inside front cover)
LIBRARIANS  Christine and John Howell ph: 9359 1176 
PROPERTY OFFICER Ian Stratton ph: 0406 398 588 
AFFILIATED CLUBS
Vintage Motorcycle Club of WA Secretary - Jim Douglas ph: 9401 6763 
Buick Owners Club of Western Australia Inc. Bev Nicholson ph: 9405 7451
Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club of W.A. Tom Saggers ph: 92931915 
South West Veteran Car Club, PO Box 482, Bunbury
DATING OFFICERS
Veteran Ray Coyle, 19 Irwin St, Henley Brook ph: (08) 9296 1046
Alex Selley, 5 Tuckey Place, Golden Bay ph: (08) 9537 3409
Vintage Philip Stockdale, 6 Oxley Pl, Darlington ph: (08) 9252 1292
Post Vintage John McLean 30 Addison Way, Warwick ph: (08) 9448 2120
Military Norm Chester 3 Myrtle Street Walliston ph: (08) 9291 6767
FIRST LICENCE VEHICLE EXAMINERS
Murray Lizatovich ph: 9299 6774
Rick Beazley ph: 9419 3149
David Reid—email: s.reid14@bigpond.com ph: 0431 929 684 
John McLean ph: 0417 189 475 
Glenn Hodda ph: (08) 9537 7052
Philip Stockdale ph: (08) 9252 1292
VEHICLE SCRUTINEERS
Albany Les Checketts—Scrutineer ph: 0403 681 554

David Kinnear—Authenticity officer ph: (08) 9841 3303
Graham Wright—Authenticity officer ph: 0427 907 769

Warren Blackwood Alan Duns, Jim Harkins, Fred Doust—no contacts provided
COUNCIL MOTORING CLUBS REPRESENTATIVES
Geoff Moor  ph:  0418 929 035; Esther Robertson  ph:(08) 9454 5826
CLUB ROOM BOOKING AGENT ph: (08)9453 2728
WEBMASTER John Oldland jold@iinet.net.au ph: (08) 9291 6254 
SECTION AND BRANCH CONTACTS:- 
VETERAN SECTION Section Rooms, Wireless Hill, Applecross
Chairman Linton Sharp ljsharp@iinet.net.au Ph: 0403 000 205
Secretary Bob Henley  6 Carob Tree Place, Lesmurdie, 6076  ph: 9291 7272
Treasurer Nevis Dowding 40 Wandarrie Avenue, Yokine, 6060  ph:  9275 8994
VINTAGE SECTION
Chairman Rod Vogel mobile 0456020002. email: chevrod64@gmail.com
Secretary Lesley Gibbs 21 Bellevue Tce, Fremantle Ph: 6420 2535, 0478 599 563 
Treasurer Richard Whitehead Ph:  9361 1258, 0402002469  
POST VINTAGE SECTION
Chairman Ken Wortlehock        ken@wortlehock.net 0401 430 089
Secretary  Esther Robertson       vcc.postvintage@gmail.com 0414 723 821
Treasurer Chris Rogers 1/5 Haig St, Ashfield 6054  0407969402 
HUMBER & ROOTES GROUP SECTION
Chairman Alan Wegner Ph: Mob: 0400443152 swe73361@bigpond.net.au 
Secretary Terrance Chin rootesgroupwa@protonmail.com
Treasurer Gary Slater 9641 2806 deannes@westnet.com.au
MILITARY SECTION

Chairman Bob Wise playtime937@gmail.com

Secretary Murray Connell connell@westnet.com.au 
Treasurer David Staniforth-Smith davidss@iinet.net.au
MODEL T FORD SECTION email: modeltford@iinet.net.au
Chairman Alan Long           modeltford@iinet.net.au  ph: 0407 773 358   
Secretary John Oldland jold@iinet.net.au    ph: (08) 9291 6254
Treasurer: Richard Brisbane-Cohen 14 Trillo Rd, Subiaco 6008  ph: 9381 8279
MUSTANG AND SHELBY SECTION    Email: mustangshelbyvcc@gmail.com 
Chairman Roger Bell Ph: 9364 2474
Secretary Sally Bell Ph: 9364 2474 
STUDEBAKER SECTION  Mail: 28 Concorde Drive, High Wycombe. 6057
Chairman Jim Wade 94371610/0419 969 783 abbetross@hotmail.com
Secretary Esther Robertson 0414 723 821 erobertson@iinet.net.au
Treasurer Leonie Wade 0419 969 783 abbetross@hotmail.com
ALBANY BRANCH P.O. Box 307, Albany, 6330
Club rooms address:- Kitson Road, Gledhow Email albanyvcc@gmail.com 
Chairman Les Checketts ph: 0403 681 554
Secretary Jenny Sinclair ph:  9841 2652 Email albanyvcc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Robert Hickling   220 Mercer Road , Albany 6330 ph: 9844 7476
BUSSELTON BRANCH   P.O. Box 428, Busselton, 6280
Club rooms address: Cnr Queen St and Marine Tce, Busselton
Chairperson Stuart Pearson 56 Kwenda Loop, Capel ph 0407190846
Secretary Russell Chinnery P O Box 428 Busselton 6280 ph 0419 933 620

Email: rusjoy@bigpond.com
Treasurer Ian Ellson ph: 0448 427 950
CHITTERING BRANCH
Chairman Roland Thomasson, 19 Hart Drive, Chittering 0431429590
Secretary Di Broad 9576 0311 broadlands4@bigpond.com
Treasurer Gemma Thomasson 19 Hart Dve, Chittering 0432 616 927
COLLIE BRANCH P.O. Box 379 Collie W.A. 6225
Club rooms address:  Medic Street, Collie
Chairman John Rexworthy 0407 092 622 E: rexworthy@activ8.net.au 
Secretary Hamish Pipe 0497 156 755 email: hrdp@bigpond.com 
Treasurer Wayne Millman0408477472 email: waynemillman2013@gmail.com
DONNYBROOK BRANCH
Chairman Doug Bishop 9731 2998 email: bishmd@outlook.com
Secretary Suzanne Smithers     9731 1395 email: suelagoon@westnet.com.au
Treasurer Pam Licciardello     9731 0106 email: karinthaorchard@bigpond.com.au
EASTERN GOLDFIELDS BRANCH 
Club Rooms address: 13 Whitlock Street Kalgoorlie
Chairman Graham Duncan     190 Cheetham St, Kalgoorlie6430 ph 0428853882 
Secretary Garth Irvin 84 Davis St, Boulder 6432 

Ph 0418 901 850 gsjirvin@bigpond.net.au
Treasurer Geoff Paynter       P O Box 870 Kalgoorlie 6430 ph: 9021 5712
ESPERANCE BRANCH PO Box 2409, Esperance 6450
Branch Email Address: espvcc@hotmail.com 
Chairman Norm Hanks 0427 444 125 
Secretary Merle Hanks 0427 444 120 espvcc@hotmail.com
Treasurer Sharon Vermeij 0437 612 169 sharnamar@westnet.com.au
KATANNING & DISTRICTS BRANCH 
Postal Address: 10 Omdurman St Wagin WA 6315 
Chairman Edward Pugh Ph 0428 711 124
Secretary Ron Hollands Email: ronahollands@gmail.com  0427612791  
Treasurer Garry Griffiths Email: glgriff@outlook.com 
MIDWEST BRANCH P.O. Box 1900 Geraldton 6531
Chairman Mark Hatch P.O. Box 975 Geraldton 6531 ph 0438 051 016 

email: Marg.Hatch@bigpond.com 
Secretary Margaret Hatch 0438 051 016 email: marg.hatch@bigpond.com
Treasurer Mike Marsh 9938 1150 email: mikemarsh@bigpond.com
PEEL BRANCH P.O. Box 31, Mandurah, 6210
Chairman David Munro E. davidmunro_1@bigpond.com 0419 946 787 
Secretary Dianne McIntosh E: peelvintagecars@yahoo.com 9582 8846 
Treasurer Gary Anderson E: peelvintagecars@yahoo.com
WARREN/BLACKWOOD BRANCH    P0 Box 21 Manjimup WA 6258
Chairman Phill Craft email pc1philcraft@gmail.com ph: 9772 4989
Secretary Deb Weston email karri286@iinet.net.au ph: 0428464043
Treasurer John Jonker 0439411351 email: john.tass@westnet.com
YORK BRANCH P O Box 326 York WA 6302
Chairperson Gary Byfield        9641 1741; 0414 885 338 e: gwb151@gmail.com
Secretary Tricia Byfield        0418 859 516 e: byfield@wn.com.au
Treasurer Regina Michel-Huessy 9643 1074  e: yorkveterancarclub@gmail.com

Change of Mailing Address and 
non-delivery of Early Auto—contact:

Aileen Stockdale 6 Oxley Place, Darlington WA 6070
ph: (08) 9252 1292 

Email: membership@veterancarclubofwa.asn.au 
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The Back Page 

Although the above is on the same day as SPRING RALLY, 
you might like to encourage your motorcycling friends to 
take part in the above charity event.

More details re the York Motor Show on page 19

COCKBURN ROTARY SPRING FAIR

IS THE PLACE TO BE TO CELEBRATE

60 YEARS OF THE MINI

AT THE 

BMC/LEYLAND DAY

ALL BMC/LEYLAND VEHICLES WELCOME

HELD AT 

MANNING PARK SPEARWOOD

ON

27 OCTOBER 2019

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT

ALAN STRONG 0419 936470
JIM HILL 0458 926238

OR WATCH FACEBOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION


